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Statement on Additional Steps To
Prevent Violence at Abortion Clinics

January 2, 1995

In America, the heart of constitutional gov-
ernment is the rule of law. Today, our com-
mitment to the rule of law is being tested
by those who believe that their opposition
to abortion gives them the right to commit
acts of violence, even murder, against their
fellow citizens who seek only to exercise their
constitutional right to choose or to assist oth-
ers in exercising that right.

I recognize and respect the range of deep-
ly felt beliefs Americans hold on abortion.
A continued vigorous debate over abortion
is proper. Violence against those who hold
differing opinions is not.

Last year Congress passed, and I signed,
a law prohibiting violent interference with
Americans who exercise their rights in this
area. Because of continued violations of this
law and the Constitution, I have today in-
structed the Department of Justice to: (1) di-
rect each United States Attorney imme-
diately to head a task force including Federal,
State, and local law enforcement officials to
formulate plans to address clinic security for
all clinics in their jurisdiction; and (2) direct
each U.S. Marshal to consult with all clinics
in their jurisdiction to ensure that the clinics
have all the information they need to com-
municate with appropriate Federal, State,
and local law enforcement officials on a time-
ly basis about potential threats. I have also
asked the Attorney General to consult with
law enforcement officials on any further
steps that might be taken to address this seri-
ous problem.

I applaud Americans of conscience who
differ in their convictions on abortion but
who stand united in their opposition to vio-
lence. As we begin a new year, let us all reaf-
firm our devotion to the rule of law and our
respect for the diversity of opinion that rule
protects.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Trade With Bulgaria
December 30, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On June 3, 1993, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Bulgaria is in
full compliance with the freedom of emigra-
tion criteria of sections 402 and 409 of the
Trade Act of 1974. This action allowed for
the continuation of most-favored-nation
(MFN) status for Bulgaria and certain other
activities without the requirement of a waiv-
er.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated Report to Congress concerning emi-
gration laws and policies of the Republic of
Bulgaria. You will find that the report indi-
cates continued Bulgarian compliance with
U.S. and international standards in the areas
of emigration and human rights policy.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 3, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
December 30, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

The crisis precipitated in early October
when Iraq moved significant numbers of
ground forces toward its border with Kuwait
has been largely resolved. Since my last re-
port, Iraqi Republican Guard forces have re-
deployed north of the 32nd parallel, includ-
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